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TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES - NORTH MIDLANDS 
Statement by Minister for Science and Innovation 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Science and Innovation) [9.10 am]:  Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker.   

Point of Order 
Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Madam Deputy Speaker, I draw your attention to the reading of newspapers in the house. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mrs D.J. Guise):  If someone is doing so, I ask that he or she desist and do it 
outside the chamber. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  It is with a great deal of pleasure that I inform the house of a major breakthrough in the 
provision of important telecommunications services for people in the north midlands.  Yesterday, the National 
Party congratulated the government on the work it has done for the people of Geraldton but reminded us not to 
forget the people of the hinterland.  We have never forgotten the people of the hinterland.  I can inform them 
today that businesses and residents -  
Several members interjected. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  The member in particular should listen to this.  Businesses and residents in the towns of 
Coorow -  
Several members interjected. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  They get me every time.  The member for Hillarys, as a fellow Croydon boy, will 
understand.  They get me every time. 
Mr R.F. Johnson:  It’s that wonderful accent of yours. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Businesses and residents in the towns of Coorow, Carnamah, Mingenew, Morawa, 
Mullewa, Perenjori, Three Springs - members should listen to this - Leeman and Green Head now have access to 
affordable broadband services.  This follows the signing of a memorandum of understanding between the WA-
based telecommunications carrier BroadbandNet Pty Ltd and the North Midlands Voluntary Regional 
Organisation of Councils.  The MOU was facilitated by the Department of Industry and Resources’ broadband 
demand aggregation broker project.  It is a great outcome for these communities and I congratulate the 
department and the seven shires for their efforts to secure an essential telecommunications network for the 
region.  This project reflects the state government’s commitment to work in partnership with industry and 
regional communities to improve access to the full range of modern communication technologies.  I am also 
pleased to see an innovative Western Australian company delivering world-class services to regional Western 
Australians.  This reinforces my support for an innovative, robust and sustainable information-communications 
technology sector in WA.  I have no doubt that access to broadband will assist local industries to compete, 
provide residents with greater access to educational opportunities, and help the region attract and maintain a 
skilled work force.  The broadband demand aggregation broker project is jointly funded by the state and federal 
governments.  As I said, government members can show the National Party that we do not forget the people of 
the Geraldton hinterland. 
 


